
30 Oct The Rev. George Lawrence 
1956 Friendship Baptist Church 

I@ West 131st Street 
New York 27, New York 

Dear George: 

This is to acknowledge receipt of your letter of October 18. Absence from the 
city for a few days has delayed my reply. 

We are very grateful to “In friendship” for the interest that it has taken in our 
struggle. I can assure you that we will long remember your coming to our aid at 
this time. 

After checking with the secretary I find that we have the names of more than 
seven thousand persons and organizations that have contributed to our associa- 
tion in the past. It will entail a great deal of time to compile this list. The pressure 
of work in the office is of such a nature at this point that it will almost be impos- 
sible to get to it in the next few days. Please know that we regret this very deeply, 
and it is more regrettable in the light of the fact that the forwarding of such a list 
to you would greatly help our organization. But the volume of work before us at 
the present time makes it impossible to compile this list of some seven thousand 
persons and organizations. Be sure to let me know what else we can do to assist 
you in this project. 

I have mentioned your request to Mrs. King concerning the additional glossy 
photographs. I am sure that she will be getting them to you in the next few days. 

I hope things are going well with you. I too am sorry that I did not have the 
opportunity to see you in New York the other day. 

With warm personal regards, I am 

Sincerely yours, 
M. L. King, Jr., 
President 
MLkb 
(Dictated by Rev. King but signed in his absence.) 

TLc. MLKP-MBU: Box 17. 

To Earl Kennedy 

30 October 1956 
[Montgomery, Ala.] 

On 18 October Kennedy, a 1941 Morehousegraduate and Detroit Republican activist, 
asked King about his position ?relative to Negro people voting for Democratic 
candidates nationally. ”In Kennedy’s view, Democratic control of the House and 
Senate would mean the ‘perpetuation of SenatorEastland S control, and the future 
possibility of a purged Supreme Court.” King refuses to take a public stand in the 
November election, unlike his father, who a week earlier had declared from his pulpit 
that Eisenhower$ position on civil rights was ‘?mer” than StevensonS.’ 
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Mr. Earl Kennedy, Chairman 
First Congressional District 
Michigan Citizens for Eisenhower 
400 North Capitol Avenue 
Lansing, Michigan 

Dear Mr. Kennedy: 

Thanks for your very kind letter of October 18, making inquiry concerning my 
political position. Actually, I am not taking any public position in this election. In 
private opinion I find something to be desired from both parties. The Negro has 
been betrayed by both the Democratic and Republican Party. The Democrats 
have betrayed us by capitulating to the whims and caprices of the southern dix- 
iecrats. The Republicans have betrayed us by capitulating to the blatent hypocrisy 
of conservative right wing northerners. This coalition of southern dixiecrats and 
right wing northern Republicans defeats every move toward liberal legislation in 
Congress. So we confront the problem of choosing the lesser of two evils. At this 
point I might say however, that I feel that the Negro must remain an independent 
voter, not becoming unduly tied to either party. He should seek to vote for the 
party which is more concerned with the welfare of all the people. 

I was more than happy to hear from you, and of course I was very happy to 
know that you are an alumnus of Morehouse College. I hope it will be possible to 
meet you personally sometime in the near future. 

Sincerely yours, 
M. L. King, Jr., 
President 
MLKb 
(Dictated by Rev. King but signed in his absence) 

TLc. MLU-MBU: BOX 61 

Annual Report, Dexter Avenue Baptist Church 

I November 1955-31 October 1956 
Montgomery, Ala. 

In this introduction to his forty9age annual report King summarizes the church S 
accomplishments and thanks the congregation for supporting his leadership of the bus 
boycott. As leader of a movement with “international”dimensions, King notes that he 
has “often lagged behind in my pastoral duties” because demands on his time had 
%ipled.”He therejore recommends that the church hire him an  assistant. King? list 
of pastoral chores, which are not transm‘bed below, included36 sermons preached at 
Dexter, IIO community and civic meetings attended, and 21 books and96 pa‘odicals 
read. King proposed a budget of$18,502 for the rg56-1g57Jiscal year, considerably less 
than the $25,445 the church had spent the previous year. Kingpresented this report at 
Dexter? annual meeting on 24 October, where it was received, according to one 
account, as ‘;factual, informative, sincere, inspiring, and permeated with workable 
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